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Influenza is a highly contagious respiratory virus, which has been responsible
for widespread morbidity and mortality. To date, vaccines that generate
influenza strain-specific antibodies have proved effective in neutralizing this
infectious agent; however, antigenic drift and shift preclude the long-term
effectiveness of such vaccines. Protective immunity against a primary infection
with lethal type A influenza virus is to a large degree mediated by a specific
antibody responses although T cell and granulocytes responses also play

an important role in lysis of infected cells and production of the appropriate
cytokines and chemokines.
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